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ABSTRACT

     During the summer of 2003 through the spring of 2006 the researcher interviewed and observed the activities of individuals involved in the swinging lifestyle.  This study reviewed the literature on swinging and followed the participant-observer model used by Bartell (1971) in his anthropological study of swingers.  Information was gathered by conversations with swingers at three separate on-premise clubs, two Lifestyle conventions, and through meetings arranged by contacts made in these venues.  Observations were made of the social interactions, sexual play behaviors, and the business of swinging.  A total of 500 surveys were handed out at two conventions with a return of 24 useable completed surveys.  Over 100 individuals participating in the lifestyle were informally interviewed at conventions, clubs, and other venues.   
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